[Double heterozygosity (transferase-/epimerase-defect) and galactosemia cataract].
The mother of a boy who suffered from classical galactosaemia (galactose-1-phosphate uridyl transferase deficiency) has unilateral cataracta. In addition the boy had a decreased activity of the UDP-galactose-4-epimerase. The latter defect could also be demonstrated in the erythrocytes from the mother and the grandmother. In contrast to the finding of cataracta in the mother the grandmother with the same type of double heterozygosity was ophthalmologically normal. The implication of partial maternal disorders of galactose metabolism will be discussed in view of their possible role for the origin of cataracta.